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ST. PAUL’S ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting — October 14, 2025

Elected Members Present: Gale Britto, Julie Laurenzi, Beth Schick, Chris Murphy, Marisa Block,
Jim Lancellotti, Kate Gallaher-Carson and Joan Miller

Elected Members Absent: Anne Savastano

Ex-Officio Members Present: Fr. Sean Harlow, Deacon Carl Locatelli and Mark Carson
Ex-Officio Members Absent: Deacon Michael McCabe and Rosa Gonzalez

Recording Secretary: Deborah Botti

Others Present: Christina Konrad, David Block, Doug Delavan and Stephen Moorman

The meeting began with prayer at 7:00 p.m.
The Minutes of the meeting of September 9, 2025, were approved and seconded.
Ministry Reports were given:

Administration and Stewardship

e The company that striped the parking lot last year will do the two additional handicapped-
accessible parking spots for $425 rather than $600. Fr. Sean said it is OK to proceed and to get a
price to paint the sidewalk at the entrance to the hall with the same blue paint as the stripes so it
stands out.

e A five-foot-by-three-foot bulletin board should be affixed to the wall between Classrooms 7-8
for use by Generations United for events and signups. The cost should be around $145. The go-
ahead to order was given by Fr. Sean.

e The attempt to mitigate the bump caused by the ridge under the doors to Deacon John Hall has
failed, making it more difficult for carts. It was agreed that it should be removed
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Adult Faith Formation and Religious Education

¢ Nothing additional to report from Religious Education.

e The Adult Faith Formation Committee met this past Sunday. Flowers, and many
expressions of gratitude, were given to Patty Brooks as she prepares to move South.
There was a review of programs:

- There was a comment that Pat Davies’ “Prayer Experience” could have used
better advertisement. Two more are planned to take place after Mass in
October and November.

- The Book Club is encountering some scheduling challenges between the
release date of Pope Leo’s first papal document, the approach of Advent and
the availability of that selection

- Plans are under way for a one-day structured program by the Bereavement
Ministry to help parishioners cope with grief during the holidays.

- Because of wreath-making and the assembling of holiday baskets, there are
not two Sundays available for Carl’s Advent program.

- Some potential new programs were discussed for spring.
¢ Youth Ministry update:

- This Friday’s Harvest Festival is garnering a lot of support from individuals
as well as from Generations United.

- Another Faith and Light meet-up is planned for November.

- In December, SPYM will be partnering with Generations United to host a
gathering that would include a holiday cookie exchange, holiday crafts,
holiday movie and more.

- The annual take-away bags for the homeless will be assembled in January.

- SPYM is in the process of converting the classroom that Chris teaches in,
which is also the room the counters use, into a youth room so they have their
own space. It will include some free/low cost furniture, engaging décor and a
stash of snacks, games and literature.

- SPYM has also reached out to LifeTeen to discuss the cost of participation.
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Social Activities

e The Parish Picnic brought in a total of $2,802, including $1,820 in ticket sales, a large
donation and 50/50 raffle. More than 130 people attended, and the feedback about the food
and activities was very positive.

e Tony will be working with Julie on the Senior Thanksgiving Dinner, which will be held on
Saturday, November 22.

e The Parish Life Sunday Coffee Social sponsors have been designated through the end of the
year. The first, on November 2, will be hosted by Linda Gieger’s 1°- and 2"-grade class. The
Steering Committee has collected all the information from the meetings, and a letter has been
sent to the parents.

Christian Services

e A lengthy discussion ensued regarding ongoing difficulties between the Giving Tree and

e St. Simon Stock. Last year was particularly challenging in that there was absolutely no
communication about a change in plans to pick up gifts. A bus unexpectedly showed up at St.
Paul’s without the coordinator present and 50 gifts for another agency were taken. Repeated texts
and phone calls to the priest in charge on the bus went unanswered, and ultimately a parishioner
had to drive to the Bronx to pick up the gifts. The angel tree coordinator is seeking permission to
work solely with local agencies.

It was pointed out that there is a longstanding Carmelite tradition between the two churches
and a reluctance to disappoint the 75 families that St. Paul’s had been assisting was expressed.
However, now that the school is closed, there might not be as much need.

It was agreed that before any decision is made, Fr, Sean should have a conversation with
Fr. Mike Kissane at St. Simon Stock. If our support is still needed, then someone from St. Paul’s
will drive the gifts down.

e This fall’s six-week Bereavement Program will end with the Memorial Mass on November 8.
Candles and olive wood angels have been ordered, and it has been made clear in the bulletin that
there must be someone present at Mass to bring up the candle when a deceased loved one’s name
is read. There will also be a communal anointing as was done last year.

Art and Environment

Nothing to report.

Chairperson’s Report — Gale Britto

There are seven candidates running for four seats: Christina Konrad, Sharon Aviles,
David Block, Doug Delavan, Stephen Moorman, Katie Palma and Gale Britto. Three of the
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vacancies are three-year terms and the fourth is a two-year term. The candidate who receives
the fourth-most votes will fill the two-year term.

The boards with the bios and pictures will be up this weekend.

Voting takes place the weekend of November 1 and 2. Joan Miller and Kate Carson will
assist with voting on Saturday while Julie Laurenzi and Marisa Block will be present on
Sunday. There will be three people on Sunday to count.

Vicar’s Report — Fr. Sean

Nothing to report.

The meeting closed at 8:17 p.m. with a prayer.

The Next Parish Council meeting will be Tuesday, November 11, 2025, at 7 p.m. via Zoom.

Respectfully submitted, Deborah Botti
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