
DEDICATION  
OF THE 

LATERAN BASILICA 

NOVEMBER 9, 2025 
      The dedication of the Lateran Basilica in Rome fby 
Pope Sylvester I in the 4th century symbolized the 
triumph of Christianity over paganism and marked the 
beginning of a new era for the Church. It was built on 
land donated by the prominent Laterani family, and the 
dedication ceremony was attended by Emperor 
Constantine, who played a crucial role in the 
legalization of Christianity in the Roman Empire. 
     The Lateran Basilica has served as the residence of 
the popes, the site of important ecumenical councils, 
and a place of pilgrimage for countless faithful, many of 
whom consider a visit a “transformative experience.” 
     For contemporary Catholics, the Basilica stands as 
a symbol of the unbroken chain of faith that has been 
passed down through the generations. The dedication 
encourages believers to continue building upon the 
foundations laid by their predecessors. 
     Moreover, the dedication inspires Catholics to 
embrace the call to be a living temple of God. Just as 
the Basilica is a physical representation of the Church, 
believers are called to be living stones, united in their 
faith and working together to build up the Kingdom of 
God. Everyone has a unique role to play in the life of 
the Church. Their contributions, no matter how small, 
are essential to the mission of spreading the Gospel.  
     The Lateran Basilica is more than just a building; it’s 
a symbol of the Church’s unity and history prompting 
the question: How does your faith connect you to the 
past and prepare you for the future? 

 
MASS INTENTIONS 

5 p.m.:  The Cannone Family, George Olsen, 
              Michael Emond and The Pace Family 
 
10 a.m.:  Jessica Martin, Sue Bassett, Rick Dzurilla  
                and Randy A. Wilson 
       

r 

CONSOLATION CORNER 
     November can be a difficult month 
for many, even for those who are not 
grieving. Along with nightfall now 
arriving in the late afternoon, there 
seem to be fewer sunny days in 
general. The month ends with 
Thanksgiving, the preparations for 
which can be stressful. 

       As our days shorten, it is easy to feel sad, 
especially for those who now find themselves living 
alone. I have personally learned to take comfort in our 
Catholic belief in the Communion of Saints: Those who 
have gone before us are still with us in Spirit.  
       November opened last week with two significant 
feast days, All Saints and All Souls, when we celebrate 
the Communion of Saints. Those feast days give us the 
opportunity to honor our loved ones and to feel a 
special connection with them. We prayed for them, and 
continue to pray for them, as they pray for us. 
      I saw a video once that portrayed a Mass through 
the eyes of a grief-stricken man struggling to believe. 
As the priest walked down the aisle, the man 
envisioned all his deceased relatives and friends 
following him, joyfully praising God. They gathered 
around the altar to celebrate Mass. The man no longer 
felt alone but was lifted by his belief.  
     Our experiences of grief and mourning are not only 
as unique as we are but are altered by the type of loss. 
The grief experienced when we lose a spouse is not 
the same as when the loss is a child, a parent, a good 
friend. Our last encounters also color our mourning – 
whether we said goodbye, expressed our love and 
gratitude or resolved an argument. 
     There are resources to help in this process. Along 
with the Coping with Loss during the Holidays program 
that the Consolation Ministry is offering here next 
Saturday (see “Holidays and Grief” to the right), a 
publication that I find quite helpful is “Grieving with the 
Help of Your Catholic Faith,” by Lorene Hanley Duquin. 
     Remember, too, that God gives us time and grace 
to deal with loss. We are part of a larger family, the 
family of God.  
      We end the month with the blessing of Thanks-
giving, and it is a blessing. Maybe preparations need to 
be scaled down to make the day more manageable. A 
new tradition might be a good choice or honoring an 
old one even better. There is no escaping that each 
holiday evokes memories, some happy and some sad. 
However, those memories allow us to express 
gratitude for the years we had with our loved ones and 
embrace the knowledge that they join us at our table in 
Spirit and Love.  
                                  *** 
     In an ongoing effort to offer bereavement support, 
this column, written by Julie Laurenzi, a retired licensed 
clinical social worker and head of our Consolation 
Ministry, will periodically appear here .Reach out to her 
at 518-225-1170 or Julie.laurenzi@gmail.com with 
questions or suggestions 



 

      
   

HOLIDAYS AND GRIEF: 
UNWRAPPING COPING TOOLS 

      Mourning the loss of a loved 
one is painful, and that pain is 
often amplified during the 
holidays. It’s difficult to be filled 
with joy or even find the energy 
to complete all the seasonal 
preparations when all you can 

think about is that person who is no longer here. 
     Our Bereavement Ministry wants to help. 
     From 10-11:30 a.m. next Saturday, November 15, 
a structured program will be presented to help the 
bereaved cope with grief during the holidays. 
     This is a one-time event. Anyone is welcome, 
regardless of when the loss occurred or whether they 
have participated in the bereavement activities at  
St. Paul’s. You don’t even have to sign up ahead of 
time. Just show up. Light refreshments will be served. 
      For more information, contact Kate Carson at  
914-850-5107. 
 

Pat Davies’ Prayer Experience scheduled  
for November 16 has been canceled 

 
LAST WEEK’S MASS ATTENDANCE 

5 p.m. – 85; 10 a.m. – 182 

 
PARISH LIFE 

SUNDAY 
     They were greeters, 
handing out bulletins and 
assisting parishioners with 
their nametags. 
      They were “social” 
butterflies, assisting with 
the set up of Deacon John 
Hall for the Coffee Social 
and plating the cookies and 
grapes. 
     But most of all, they 

were adorable! 
     The inaugural Parish Life Sunday 
was sponsored by Linda Gieger’s 
first- and second-grade class and 
their parents. Going forward, each 
Parish Life Sunday, on the first 
Sunday of the month, will be 
sponsored by a specific Religious 
Education class and their families. 
The children will participate in the 
liturgy at Mass, followed by 
involvement in the Coffee Social. 
     Before the 100 or so parishioners 
left Mass for the hall last Sunday,  
Fr. Sean beamed as he thanked the 

children from the altar for what they did to make this 
first Parish Life Sunday such a great success!  
    

 
ANGELS INSPIRE THE GIVING TREE 

     You’ll be able to select your “angels” 
from The Giving Tree next weekend, 
November 15-16. Each tag represents a 
local child in need of Christmas gifts. 
      Wrapped gifts – with the tag attached – 
are due Sunday, December 14. 
 

PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE 
     Congratulations to Gale Britto, Stephen Moorman, 
Katie Palma and Sharon Aviles, who will join our Parish 
Council in January. 
     The next meeting is this 7 p.m. this Tuesday, via 
Zoom. The link is on our website. 
 

SIGNUPS CONTINUE THIS WEEKEND: 
     For the Senior Thanksgiving Dinner on  
November 22 after Mass, and Advent Wreath-Making 
at 1 p.m. on November 30. 

 
TREASURER’S REPORT 

             Regular Sunday Collection 

                   October 27-November 2 – $6,863.37 
       Envelopes: $4,019.00 – Online: $2,844.37  

THANK YOU! 
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