FIRST SUNDAY
OF ADVENT

NOVEMBER 30, 2025
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Loving God, help us to prepare
our hearts for the coming of Christ.
Lead us to [ive in peace, Rindness
and hope. Let your light guide our path
through this Advent season.
May we be ready to welcome Jesus
into our [ives with open

and willing hearts. Amen.

The First Sunday of Advent, Cycle A, opens a new
church year with a season of hope, reflection and
preparation. The readings remind us to be peace-
makers, live in the light and renew our faith.

We are invited to look at Isaiah’s vision of a world
united in peace. Isaiah describes nations coming
together, setting aside their weapons and choosing
compromise instead of conflict. Advent is a time for us
to reflect on how we can create peace in our families,
communities and within ourselves, to work for solutions
that bring people closer together. We each play a role
in creating harmony wherever we are.

Paul’s message reminds us to live in the light and
put aside behaviors that keep us far from God’s love
and from each other. Living in the light doesn’t mean
we must be perfect, but it means we try to reflect Jesus
in our daily lives. It can be small actions such as not
reacting with anger or being truthful in situations where
we might not want to be.

Starting a new church year is like starting a journey
with renewed purpose. Compassionate acts and
prayer, although small changes, help us grow in faith.

MASS INTENTIONS
5 p.m.: Sue Bassett, Patti Botti and Patricia Darcy

10 a.m.: Harriet Thurston, Jessica Martin,
Rick Dzurilla and Joseph John Mazza

WITH OPEN ARMS _
We welcome Valentina Palma and Liliana Mia Dore,
who were baptized into the St. Paul’s faith community
last weekend. Pease keep the families in your prayers.

HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION

Monday, December 8, is the Feast of the
Immaculate Conception and a Holy Day of
Obligation. Mass will be celebrated at 9 a.m. at
St. Paul’'s. There will be no vigil Mass. Call the office
if you are able to serve as a greeter.

PAGEANT PRACTICE...

Traditions add warmth to Christmas celebrations,
evoking smiles and sweet memories.

A St. Paul’s tradition is the annual Christmas Eve
Pageant. Role selection and the first practice will take
place in the church after Mass next Sunday,
December 7. There will be another practice on
December 14 and a dress rehearsal on December 21,
leading up to the actual pageant during the 5 o’clock
Mass on Christmas Eve.

... AND THE CHOIR, TOO

The tradition continues with a call to those in
Grades 3-12 to lend their voices to the Youth Choir on
Christmas Eve. Rehearsals take place in the church
after Mass next Sunday, December 7, and then again
on December 14 and December 21.

GET INTO THE CHRISTMAS SPIRIT!

Come and enjoy an evening of Christmas-themed
family fun on Friday, December 12! The festivities,
hosted by Generations United, kick off at 7 p.m. and
will feature activities for all ages.

Highlights include age-appropriate movies,
Christmas crafts and a photo booth.

An added attraction is a Cookie Exchange. Bring
two dozen of your favorite Christmas Cookies — along
with the recipe — to swap with cookies brought by
others. You'll leave with an assortment to enjoy.
Although participation is voluntary, only those who
bring cookies can take cookies!

Popcorn, hot chocolate and coffee will be provided,
and you’re welcome to bring other snacks and games.

For planning purposes, please sign up on the new
Generations United bulletin board in hall.

TREASURER’S REPORT
Regular Sunday Collection
November 17-23 - $ 6,552.99
Envelopes: $ 2,220.00 — Online: $ 4,332.99

LAST WEEK’S MASS ATTENDANCE
5p.m.—101
10 a.m. — 167




THREE EVENTS,
THREE DAYS,

TRIPLE HELPINGS OF OPPORTUNITY

Let’s talk turkey! The Senior
Thanksgiving Dinner is to
St. Paul’s what stuffing is to the bird
itself.

Pilgrim Hats off to Julie Dzurilla,
Tony Mazzeo, Dom Zigrossi and the
rest of the kitchen crew, without
whom this feast would have fizzled.

After scores of parishioners made
their way into a festively decorated
Deacon John Hall last Saturday,

Fr. Sean opened the evening by
acknowledging the tireless efforts of
the volunteers, followed by a prayer.

Bubbly black-and-white attired
Confirmation candidates served the
guests their choice of juicy white or
dark meat — and with a smile. Guests
then helped themselves to the family-style sides.

Of course, there was room for dessert, many of
which were prepared by Peg Conklin, who also
provided door prizes — a new twist to the tradition!

After Mass on Sunday, a large multigenerational
group gathered to fill 75 Thanksgiving baskets — a
perfect task for energetic youngsters who also received
a subtle hands-on lesson in food insecurity. Pam Vogt
has orchestrated this endeavor for years, and along
with her team that begins shopping in October, the
boxes are efficiently packed and then distributed on

Monday.

Monday drew to a close with the well-attended : : =
annual winter concert presented by the Pine Bush such as "White Christmas” and "Have Yourself a Merry
Community Band. Over the years, it has fallen to the Little Christmas” to the lesser-known "Jacaranda.”
chairperson of the Parish Council, now Gale Britto, to Regardless, the audience, comprised of a good mix of
oversee the transformation of the main church into a parishioners and community members, bopped to the
concert hall of sorts. beat!

The church’s acoustics enhanced the band’s Yes, last week'’s trifecta of events resulted in much

eclectic repertoire, which ranged from familiar classics for which to be thankful!






