CHRIST
THE KING

NOVEMBER 23, 2025

The Solemnity of Christ the King, Year C, helps us
see Jesus as a different kind of king. He does not rule
with force or seek power for himself. Rather, his
kingdom is based on love, mercy and sacrifice. He
frees us, welcomes us and calls us to follow him.

Jesus was not the king people expected. Many
hoped for a strong leader who would free them from
Roman rule. They wanted a king like David, who would
fight their enemies and restore their nation.

The readings, however, illustrate how his kingship is
not like earthly rule. In the first reading, the people of
Israel anointed David as their king. His rule was
important, but it was temporary. All human leaders
eventually pass away, and their kingdoms change.

In the Gospel, the rulers and soldiers mocked Jesus
as he hung on the cross. They challenged him to save
himself. After all, if he was truly the King, they believed
he would use his power to escape suffering. But Jesus
showed his kingship in a different way. He accepted
the cross and forgave those who hurt him.

Two criminals were crucified with Jesus. One
insulted him, but the other defended him. The second
criminal admitted his guilt and asked Jesus to
remember him. Jesus did not reject him. Instead, he
promised him a place in paradise.

Jesus frees us in a way no earthly ruler can. He did
not come as a warrior. He came as a servant,
preaching love and forgiveness. He calls us to live in
his kingdom by caring for others, especially those who
are weak or rejected. His rule is not about force but
about love.

MASS INTENTIONS

5 p.m.: Jerry McCarthy, Sue Bassett
and Clare & Joan Costello

10 a.m.: Michael Faso, Alberto J. Biondi,
Robert Carpino and Jessica Lancellotti

WITH OPEN ARMS

Please welcome Juliette Marie Caraballo and
Mya Virginia Caraballo, who were baptized into the
St. Paul’s faith community last weekend. Keep the
family in your prayers.

HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION

Monday, December 8, is the Feast of
the Immaculate Conception and a Holy Day of
Obligation. Mass will be celebrated at 9 a.m.
at St. Paul’s. There will be no vigil Mass. Call
the office if you are able to serve as a greeter.

HOLIDAYS START ON THE RIGHT NOTE

Kick off the season once
again with Pine Bush
Community Band’s winter
concert. This full-sized concert
band is dedicated to sharing \—k .
music with the public. »’ﬂ@ =

This musical tradition will -
return at 7 p.m. this Monday, November 24.
(Apologies, the time was incorrect on the calendar.) It's
free, so invite friends and neighbors.

PAGEANT PRACTICE

Traditions add warmth to Christmas celebrations,
evoking smiles and sweet memories.

A St. Paul s tradltlon is the annual Christmas Eve
Pageant, preparation for
which is already in the
works. Role selection and
the first practice will take
place after the10 a.m. Mass
- on December 7. There will
be another practice on
December 14 and a dress rehearsal on December 21,
leading up to the actual pageant during the 5 o’clock
Mass on Christmas Eve.

Remember, the greater the participation the grander
the pageantry!

TREASURER’S REPORT
Regular Sunday Collection
November 10-16 — $ 6,912.34
Envelopes: $2,811.00 — Online: $4,101.34
THANK YOU!

LAST WEEK’S MASS ATTENDANCE

5 p.m. — incomplete
10 a.m. — incompleteg

REMINDER

There are no Religious Education classes this
Wednesday, November 26.




HAPPY
THANKSGIVING

_

HELP ME:
A THANKSGTVING DAY
PRAYVZR
O God, when I have food,
help me to remember
the hungry;
When I have work,
help me to remember
the jobless;

When I have a home,
help me to remember those
who have no home at all;
When I am without pain,
help me to remember those
who suffer,

And remembering,
help me to destroy
my complacency;
bestir my compassion,
and be concerned enough to help by
word and deed,
those who cry out
for what we take for granted.
Amen.
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"Happiness can only be achieved
by looking inward and learning to enjoy
whatever life has —
and this requires transforming
greed into gratitude.”
- St. John Chrysostom

IN THE DECEMBER LOOP

It's not too late to participate in the annual
Advent wreath-making, which will take
place at 1 p.m. next Sunday, November 30.
Sign up in the hall after either Mass this weekend.

Last call to place your orders for festively-
decorated wreaths is this Sunday,
November 23. (There won’t be anyone to take

orders on Saturday.) The cost is $25 each. Grave
pillows, $35, and grave blankets, $45, are also
available. They’ll be here to pick up next weekend,
November 29-30. The proceeds are donated to the
American Heart Association.

Parishioners are invited to remember
deceased loved ones with a donation toward
the Christmas flowers and decorations.

There are envelopes in the church vestibules or
contributions can be made on WeShare (just
remember to give the names to the office). The usual
donation is $10 per name, and the deadline is Friday,
December 12.

PILGRIMMAGE TO GREECE

The Church of the Infant Saviour is commemorating
its 100" anniversary with a pilgrimage to Greece from
November 9-18, 2026, which will retrace the steps of
early Christianity by following the footsteps of St. Paul.

Led by Fr. Rodriguo, the journey begins in
Thessaloniki and includes lodging in first-class hotels,
breakfast and dinner, as well as a three-day Greek
Island cruise. The cost starts at $3,995 per person, and
a $500 deposit is due by December 15.

Contact peter@petersway.com to enroll.

GET INTO THE CHRISTMAS SPIRIT!

Come and enjoy an evening of Christmas-themed
family fun on Friday, December 12!

The festivities, hosted by Generations United, kick
off at 7 p.m. and will feature activities for all ages.

Highlights include age-appropriate movies,
Christmas crafts and a photo booth to capture the
memories.

An added attraction is a Cookie Exchange. Bring
two dozen of your favorite Christmas Cookies — along
with the recipe — to swap with cookies brought by
others. You'll leave with an assortment to enjoy.
Although participation is voluntary, only those who
bring cookies can take cookies!

Popcorn, hot chocolate and coffee will be provided
but you’re welcome to bring other snacks and even a
game to play.

For planning purposes, please sign up on the new
Generations United bulletin board in hall.
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