Epiphany of the Lord

_JANUARY 4, 2025

Lord Jesus, light of the world,

guide us to you. Help us to see your light

in our lives. May we follow your example

of humility and love. Teach us to share your
light with others, showing them the way
to your truth and grace. Amen.

The Feast of the Epiphany is a celebration of light
and the revelation that Jesus is the Messiah. It marks
the visit of the Magi, who followed a star that led them
to the infant Jesus, where they acknowledged him with
gifts representing kingship, priesthood and death. The
Magi were not Jewish, but they were still welcomed.
Anyone who seeks the truth can come to Jesus.

Through reflections on Isaiah’s prophecy, St. Paul's
letter to the Ephesians and the Gospel of Matthew, we
explore how Jesus’ light shines for all, guiding and
inviting us to follow him out of darkness.

Ephesians is a letter from the early Church, likely
written around 60 AD, when Christians were often
persecuted for their beliefs. St. Paul traveled to start
Christian communities and wrote letters to help guide
the new followers of Jesus. Many believe this letter —
which was meant to be shared and encourages all
believers to live in unity, love and peace — was written
while he was in prison. It reminds us that we are part of
the Body of Christ, no matter where we live.

Matthew’s Gospel presents Jesus as the fulfillment
of prophecy and the true King. The Magi’s journey
illustrates that foreigners can also recognize and
respond to God’s work, even if local leaders resist it.
The contrast between Herod'’s fear and the Magi’s faith
points to the division Jesus will face, not unlike today.
But those open to grace will find him.

MASS INTENTIONS

5 p.m.: Margery Newman, Joel Murns
and Tim Foley
10 a.m.: Jessica Martin, Sue Bassett,

Rick Dzurilla and Rita Miller

PAGEANT PERFECT

There was a snowstorm that pre-empted a pageant
practice. There were ilinesses that kept six of the 25
participants home on Christmas Eve. There were last-
minutes adjustments that had to be made.

“But it was a great group of kids and parents. They
even came out on a Wednesday to make up the
practice. So it all worked out wonderfully,” says
Rebecca Suchy, who has been coordinating the
Christmas Pageant for 26 years.

Not only has it grown to become a Suchy family
tradition, but the Christmas Pageant remains a very
meaningful way to be reminded of the reason for the
season. That explains why this Mass is so well-
attended — and not just by participants' family
members.

Something special happens when children tell the
Christmas story. Their innocence is infectious — and is
a reality check for the adults who are watching.

As Deacon Michael has been known to say before
his homily that follows, “I can’t top that, so I'll be brief.”
And that’s also why Rebecca says more than a
quarter-century later that she still loves what she does!

TREASURER’S REPORT

Regular Sunday Collection

December 15-21: $ 7,149.44
Envelopes: $ 2,567.00 — Online: $ 4,582.44
December 22-28: $ 5,030.59
Envelopes: $ 2,383.00 — Online: $ 2,647.59

Christmas Collection to date: $ 12,502
THANK YOU!




WE ARE SO GLAD YOU’RE HERE!

If this happens to be your first visit to our church:

WELCOME!

The faith community of St. Paul’s wants you to
know that no matter what your present status is in
the Catholic Church; or your current family or
marital situation; no matter what your past or
present religious affiliation; no matter what your
personal history, you are welcome, invited and
respected here at St. Paul’s!

“Today the Magi gaze in deep wonder
at what they see:
heaven on earth,
earth in heaven,
man in God,
God in man,
one whom the whole universe
cannot contain
now enclosed in a tiny body.
As they look, they believe
and do not question,
as their symbolic gifts bear witness:
incense for God,
gold for a king,
myrrh for one who is to die.”
- St. Peter Chrysologus (406-450)
Doctor of the Church

MASS ATTENDANCE
December 20-21: 5 p.m. - 88; 10 a.m. - 152
December 27-28: 5 p.m. - 66; 10 a.m. - 154

Calling all teens to the first
“Sunday at the Lounge”
(a/k/a the redecorated Classroom 6)
at 11 a.m. next Sunday, January 11,
for chats, snacks and games!

HELP US HELP THE
HOMELESS

Once again, our Youth
Ministry will be preparing take-
away bags for the homeless, who
face the challenges of a frigid winter
with limited shelter.

Bags will be assembled on Friday, January 16,
and each must contain similar items. The goal is to fill
at least 40-50 bags. Here’s what’s needed:

Healthier snacks — and without peanuts
Small hand sanitizers Small bottles of water

Gloves Packets of tissues
Socks Handwarmers
Lip balms Toothbrushes

There is collection box in the hall.

WITH MUCH GRATITUDE
.. for the multitude of gifts — wrapped
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and spiritual — given to Father Sean,
(u‘c Deacon Carl and Deacon Michael at

Christmas and throughout the year.
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.. for another successful Giving Tree
organized by Therese Quinn.
Because of your participation,
Christmas morning was brighter for
more than 170 local children this year.

...for your flower donations, which
purchased the poinsettias, wreaths
and trees used to decorate the church
by Anne Savistano, head of the Art &
Environment ministry, and volunteers.
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.. for Pam Vogt and her team of
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Christian Services elves for shopping,
filling and distributing about 150

}/Iﬂ%
Thanksgiving and Christmas food

boxes. And much of the food was purchased with
your contributions!

...for the gift of music at the Christmas
Masses, including the engaging
Christmas Eve Youth Choir, all under
the direction of Debbe Garry.
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.. for the Christmas Pageant
coordinated by Rebecca Suchy, who
still makes it look easy!

.. for all of you. Because without
you, none of the above would
happen. You are the reason
St. Paul’s is so special!









