
  

      Second Sunday 
 in Ordinary Time 

JANUARY 18, 2026 

Lord, you sent Jesus as the Lamb of God 
to take away the sins of the world. 

Fill our hearts with your Spirit 
so we may follow him. Help us to listen 

to your call and trust in your plan. 
May we bring your light to others 

each day. Amen. 
    The Second Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A, 
continues the story of Jesus after his Baptism. John the 
Baptist tells the people that Jesus is the Lamb of God. 
He also explains that he saw the Spirit come down on 
Jesus and remain with him, a sign that Jesus was the 
one sent by God. 
     The Spirit resting on Jesus also indicates that he is 
chosen for a special mission. He has come to bring 
people back to God. John was sent to prepare the way, 
but now his role is to point people to Jesus. 
     Calling Jesus “The Lamb of God” is important in that 
it connects Jesus to the sacrifices of the Old Testament 
where the lamb was offered to take away sin. John is 
telling people that Jesus is now the sacrifice for them. 
      We are invited to listen to God’s voice. Like the 
servant in the first reading, like Paul and like John the 
Baptist, we are sent to share hope with others. 
     At Mass, the “Lamb of God” is prayed before 
Communion. This prayer is a reminder that Jesus took 
on suffering so that others could have new life. His 
sacrifice illustrates how much God values each person 
and that every human life has dignity.  

 
MASS INTENTIONS 

5 p.m.:     Michael Emond, Alex Blazeski  
                 and Alyssa Marino   
                                
10 a.m.:   Rick Dzurilla, Frances Hernandez, 
                Attila Benke and Rita Miller 

        
CONDOLENCES 

     We extend our deepest sympathies to Maryann and 
Tom Manza upon the recent death of her mother, Mary 
Macedonio, and to Maxine Martin, upon the recent 
death of her mother as well, Franziska Zach. Please 
keep them in your prayers. 

 

OUR SACRAMENTAL CANDIDATES 
NEED YOUR PRAYERS 

     At Mass on Sunday, February 1, the 12 students 
preparing to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation on 
April 18 and the 13 third-graders who will make their 
First Holy Communion on May 9 will be presented to 
the congregation. They will then receive a special 
blessing from Fr. Sean.  
     And at the socials the weekend of January 31 and 
February 1, there will be a “Prayer Tree” in the hall 
decorated with doves and chalices, representing the 
sacramental candidates. Their photos will also be 
posted in the hall.  
      Parishioners are invited to take the name(s)  
of one - or more - students off the tree to pray for as 
they prepare to receive the gift of these sacraments. 
      

A DAY ON – NOT A DAY OFF 
MLK DAY OF SERVICE 2026 THEME: 
“Mission Possible II: Building Community,  

Uniting a Nation the Nonviolent Way.” 
     The Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday on Monday, 
January 19, celebrates Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s  
life and legacy. It is observed each year on the third 
Monday in January, near the civil rights leader’s actual 
birthday on January 15 and is hailed as “a day on, not 
a day off.”  
       MLK Day is designated as a National Day of 
Service. The intent is to encourage all Americans to 
take action to improve their communities, keeping in 
mind this year’s theme, which calls us to reaffirm our 
commitment to confronting injustice, choosing 
compassion over violence and leading with love. 
      The church office will be closed Monday. 

    The Treasurer’s Report will return next week. 
 



 

      

  
MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

      
     The Adult Faith Formation Committee  
will be meeting after Mass this Sunday, 
January 18, to discuss programs for Lent. 
Everyone is welcome to come and share 

their ideas. 
 

     You know the deal – roll into  

Deacon John Hall around 7 p.m. on Friday, 

January 30, for the next Game Night. Move 

ahead six spaces to your place at a table. Enjoy an 

evening of friendly competition and laughter! Popcorn 

will be provided. 

 

     To celebrate America’s 250th anniversary, 

The National Shrine of Our Lady of Mount 

Carmel is organizing a bus trip to 

Washington, D.C., the weekend of April 17-19. 

Highlights include Mass and a tour of the Basilica  

of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception,  

a guided tour of illuminated monuments, tram tour of 

Arlington National Cemetery and visits to the Holy Land 

Monastery and other points of interest as time permits. 

The cost is $679 double occupancy, $878 single and 

includes a two-night hotel stay, two breakfasts and two 

dinners. Call Carol Bezak at 845-343-1879, Ext. 22, for 

information and reservations. 

      

                                             

                  

 

SUNDAY AT THE 

LOUNGE 
     Gone are the hard tables 

and chairs 

     In are comfy furnishings 

made just for, well, lounging. 

    And nine teens did just that 

after Mass last Sunday at the 

inaugural – and what is 

planned to be monthly – event. 

     Along with time to chill – 

they actually hung out until  

1 p.m. – they chatted and 

snacked, laughed and listened 

to music. Deb even played 

guitar. 

    The most strenuous activity 

was Team Pictionary, with 

which they were engaged for 

an hour and a half! 

Next time to hang:  

Sunday, February 8, 

at 11 a.m. 

 
 

  
       According to the U.S. Conference of  Catholic 
Bishops, the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity has a 
history of more than 100 years. Beginning January 18 
this year, Christians around the world will once again 
take part in an octave of prayer for visible Christian 
unity. By annually observing this week of prayer, 
Christians move toward fulfilling Jesus' prayer at the 
Last Supper "that they all may be one."  (John 17:21) 
      The chosen passage for reflection this year is 
Ephesians 4:4, wherein the Apostle Paul reminds the 
early Christians in Ephesus of the unifying power of the 

Holy Spirit: “There is one body and one Spirit – just as 

you were called to one hope when you were called.”   
     This verse calls believers to remember that, despite 
differences, all are part of the one Body of Christ and 
share a common hope through the Spirit. 

 

https://www.geii.org/week_of_prayer_for_christian_unity/week_of_prayer_history.html
https://www.geii.org/week_of_prayer_for_christian_unity/week_of_prayer_history.html


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
     

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 



 
 


