Baptism of the Lord

JANUARY 11, 2025

"

Lord, thank you for the gift of Jesus
and his example of humility and service.
Help us to live out our baptismal call
by sharing your light with others.
Guide us through the Holy Spirit
to follow you each day. May we always trust
in your plan and grow in faith. Amen.

The Baptism of the Lord, Year A, reminds5 us who
Jesus is and what he came to do. He walks into the
Jordan River to show us the way. Jesus is ready to
serve. He stands with us, not above us.

The Baptism of the Lord also points to our own
baptism. Like Jesus, we are called to live with love and
to follow God’s path each day.

e Jesus as God’s Servant: Jesus is sent to
open the eyes of the blind and free the
oppressed. The first reading shows God’s
delight in his servant whose mission it is to
bring hope to the nations.

e The Anointing of Jesus: The second reading
highlights how God anointed Jesus with the
Holy Spirit and power to heal and bring peace.

e The Call to Humility: Jesus’ baptism
demonstrates his humility as he steps into the
water with sinners, identifying with those he
came to save.

e The Role of the Holy Spirit: The Spirit comes
upon Jesus to strengthen him. The Gospel
reminds us that the Holy Spirit plays an
important role in Jesus’ work.

MASS INTENTIONS

5 p.m.: The Cannone Family, Rita Miller
and Delia Vuksanovich
10 a.m.: Laurence O’Brien, Vivian Woodin,

Eleanor Schick and Jon VanTassel

WATER IS
DEEPER
THAN YOU
MIGHT

THINK

We Catholics
love symbols,
and chief among
these symbols is
water.

Water is such a common part of our life. Like
sunlight and air, it is absolutely vital for our survival.
However, in God’s plan of salvation, along with life,
water also speaks of death, cleansing and liberation.

Water has always been a part of God’s plan of
creation. Consider the very beginning where “a mighty
wind [was] sweeping over the waters” (Gn 1:2). The
womb-like nature of water makes it a universal symbol
for beginnings and the emergence of life.

Just as we need water to live, we need God too,
which is why the psalmist says, “As the deer longs for
streams of water, so my soul longs for you, O God”

(Ps 42:1). As water satisfies the body, the Spirit of God
satisfies the soul. And the Spirit of God has come to us
through Jesus Christ. He is our savior who says,
“Whoever drinks the water | shall give will never thirst;
the water | shall give will become in him a spring of
water welling up to eternal life.” (Jn 4:14).

Yet water can also be a terrifying thing. Water can
destroy life as well as give it. Devastating floods and
storms are a constant reality in our world. Water was
also used by the hand of God to rain down terrible
destruction on the Earth in the great flood. So, water
also means death.

However, in the waters of Baptism, we believe we
die to sin so as to be reborn in Christ. Water is a sign
of the healing powers of God. Elisha sent Naaman to
be washed in the Jordan River, where he was cleansed
of leprosy. John the Baptist used those same waters.r

We use water to bathe, to wash our dishes, to mop
our floors and to remove the dirt and grime of everyday
living. But water also represents spiritual cleansing.

Believers dip their fingers into Holy Water in church
before making the sign of the cross, which symbolizes
our willingness to embrace that spiritual cleansing.
During Mass, before holding the Eucharist, the priest
washes his hands in water, symbolizing the purification
that must take place before he offers the sacraments.

Water also means liberation. When the Israelites
fled from Egypt, God parted the sea. He opened a path
of liberation through those waters and brought low the
mighty army of Pharaoh.

Water symbolizes all these things: Life, death,
cleansing and liberation. When we use this common
symbol, let us be reminded of all God has done for us.
He has given us life, saved us from death, healed our
hearts and opened the path to paradise!

- Excerpted from an article by Clifford Hennings, OFM

in Franciscan Media




CONDOLENCES

We extend our deepest sym-
pathies to Bernadette Croce upon the
death of her husband, Arnold, and to
Mary Wheeler, upon the death of her
husband, John, earlier this week.
Please keep them in your prayers.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

y The first “Sunday at
the Lounge” (a/k/a the
newly redecorated
Classroom 6) will take
place this Sunday, January 11, at
11 a.m. All teens are invited to stop in
for snacks, games and casual
conversation.

Also this Sunday
after Mass, the Art &
Environment team will
be undecorating the
church. Extra hands to help would
be most welcome!

Our Youth Ministry will
be assembling take-away
bags for the homeless this
Friday, January 16. The
goal is to fill at least 40-50 bags with
similar items, the list of which can be
found on our website:

www.stpaulsbullville.org..

The Adult Faith
Formation Committee
will be meeting after Mass
next Sunday, January 18,
to discuss programs for Lent.
Everyone is welcome to cone and
share their ideas.
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Che following appeared in church bulletins
or were announced at church services.

The sermon this morning: ‘Jesus
Walks on the Water.' The sermon
tonight: Searchmg for Jesus.’

Ladies, don't forget the rummage
sale. It's a chance to get rid of those
things not worth keeping around
the house. Bnng your husbands.

Don't let worry klll you off -
let the Church help.

Miss Charlene Mason sang 'l will not
pass this way again’, giving obvious
pleasure to the congregatlon

For those of you who have children
and don't know it, we have a
nursery downstairs.

The Rector will preach his farewell
message, after which the choir will
sing 'Break Forth Into Joy'.

Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were
married on October 24 in the
church. So ends a friendship that
began in their school days.

Potluck supper Sunday at 5pm -
prayer and medication to follow.

around 7 p.m. on Friday, January 30,

for the next Game Night. Move ahead six spaces
to your place at a table. Enjoy an evening of friendly
competition and laughter! Popcorn will be provided.

The church will host an evening of
fine dining, super entertainment and
gracrous hostlhty

At the evenmg service tonight, the

sermon topic will be ‘What is Hell?"

Come early and listen to our choir
practice.

The ladies of the Church have cast
off clothing of every kind. They may
be seen in the basement on Friday
afternoon.

This evening at 7pm there will be
hymn singing in the park across
from the Church. Bring a blanket

and come prepared to sin.

Low Self—Esteem Support Group will
meet Thursday at 7pm. Please use
the back door.

The Associate Minister unveiled
the church'’s new tithing
campaign slogan last Sunday:
‘I Upped My Pledge Up Yours.’

This being Easter Sunday, we will
ask Mrs Lewis to come forward and
lay an egg on the altar.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Reqular Sunday Collection

December 29-January 4: $ 6,661.49

Envelopes: $ 4,061.00 — Online: $ 2,600.49

Christmas Collection to date: $ 13,152

2026 CATHOLIC CALENDARS.

There are still a number of Catholic calendars

available in each of the church vestibules, as well as

in the office. Don’t forget to take one.

THANK YOU!

LAST WEEK'’S MASS ATTENDANCE

We are grateful to Applebee-McPhillips Funeral
Home for providing them for us this year.

5p.m.-70
10 a.m. - 202


http://www.stpaulsbullville.org/







