
SECOND SUNDAY 
OF ADVENT 

DECEMBER 7, 2025 

 
Lord, help us to prepare our hearts  
for your coming. Guide us to live  

with justice, peace and repentance.  
Give us courage to follow true leaders  

and to be leaders who bring hope.  
May we bear good fruit  

and reflect your love in all we do. Amen. 
      The Second Sunday of Advent, Year A, points us to 
something new. Isaiah speaks of a branch growing 
from Jesse’s stump. It is a sign of hope. God is doing 
something fresh. The old ways are ending. A peaceful 
king will come. Justice and harmony will grow again.  
     In the Gospel, John the Baptist appears. He tells the 
people to repent. Turn around. Get ready. Someone 
greater is coming. He will bring the Holy Spirit and fire. 
People were drawn to his bold message and his 
fearless stand against hypocrisy.  
     John the Baptist reminds us that real faith shows in 
our actions. We must bear good fruit. It is easy to look 
holy without really changing, and he calls out people 
who think their family or religion makes them better 
than others.  
     This fits into Advent, a time of preparing for Jesus. 
It’s not about looking good. It’s about getting ready 
inside. The message is simple: Be honest, be humble 
and let God work in you. 
     We all follow someone, whether in politics, 
community or even within our families. Are the leaders 
we follow promoting peace and justice? If not, we may 
need to reconsider who we listen to. True leaders work 
for the good of all people. 

 
MASS INTENTIONS 

5 p.m.:   Nancy Wood, Mary Hotetz and Diane Bain 
               
10 a.m.:  John Ribas, Nancy Wood, Nika Dushaj 
                gand Sue Bassett 
       

 
CHRISTMAS  

MASS SCHEDULE 
Wednesday, December 24, Christmas Eve 

5 p.m.: Vigil Mass and Pageant 
8 p.m.: Vigil Mass 

Thursday, December 25, Christmas Day 
10 a.m.: Mass 

Sign-up sheets are on the bulletin board  
for Eucharistic Ministers, Lectors, Lead Ushers,  

Altar Servers and Greeters 

 
 

 
ADVENT EVENTS 

      The sale of Christmas wreaths this year 
brought in $730 for the American Heart 
Association. A sincere thank you from Jessica 

Carpino and Deb Hilgenfeldt. However, on Giving 
Tuesday, the health insurance company that Jessica is 
employed by not only matched St. Paul’s donation but 
doubled it, so the total contribution was $2,190! 

 
    Role selection and the first Christmas 
Pageant practice takes place immediately 
after the 10 a.m. Mass this Sunday in the 

church. Simultaneously, all third- through 12th-graders 
are invited to the Youth Choir practice. Both will 
rehearse again after Mass next Sunday. 

 
     Generations United is organizing 
Christmas-themed family fun beginning at  
7 p.m. this Friday, December 12. There will 

be activities for all ages, including movies, Christmas 
crafts, a photo booth and cookie exchange. For 
planning purposes, please sign up on the Generations 
United bulletin board outside classroom 8.  
 

      All gifts, with the angel tags attached, are 
due next Sunday, December 14. 
       
     Reconciliation Monday is next Monday, 
December 15. There will be priests available  
at Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church in 

Middletown from 2-4 and 6-8 p.m. There will be NO 
confessions heard that day at St. Paul’s.  
    

     Volunteers are needed to help decorate the 
church for Christmas at 11 a.m. Monday, 
December 22. Many hands make light work. 

 
      Oplatki have been used since early 
Christian times as part of the Christmas Eve 
celebration in Poland. They are available in 

the office or sacristy after Mass. Typically the eldest 
member of the family will give a piece of the wafer to 
each family member with a blessing – thereby 
expressing unconditional love and forgiveness.  



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
           

 
 
      

TRADITION, 
ANTICIPATION AND PREPARATION 

     The Advent wreath, woven with symbolism, has 
been used by Christians in their spiritual preparation for 
Christmas since the Middle Ages. That practice isn’t 
quite that old at St. Paul’s; however, Morag Cuff did 
take over the evergreen reins more than 10 years ago.  
     Last Sunday afternoon, about 50 parishioners 
gathered to continue this time-honored tradition of 
creating an Advent wreath for their homes.  
     Evergreens depict continuous life. Like God, the 
shape of the wreath – a circle – has no beginning or 
end. Thus, our immortal soul is symbolized, too.  
     The four candles placed in the greens represent the 
four weeks of Advent. Purple candles remind us of 
prayer, penance and preparatory sacrifices. The rose  
 
 
 

“Advent increases our hope, a 
hope which does not disappoint. 
The Lord never lets us down.” 

~ Pope Francis 
 

HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION 
     Monday, December 8, is the Feast of the 
Immaculate Conception and a Holy Day of 
Obligation. Mass will be celebrated at 9 a.m.  
at St. Paul’s. There will be no vigil Mass. 

       
TREASURER’S REPORT 

Regular Sunday Collection 
November 24-30 – $ 5,207.44 

Envelopes: $ 2,476.00– Online: $ 2,731.44 
THANK YOU! 

 

LAST WEEK’S MASS ATTENDANCE 
5 p.m. – 66      10 a.m. – 197 

 
candle, lit on the third week and midpoint of Advent, 
reflects the joy found in our faith and trust in God. 
     Morag’s hope is that all those who participated will 
continue to use the prayer pamphlet provided as the 
candles are lit at home each week. After all, it is in the 
home that faith is nourished. 
 

 
 
 

SPYM’S CHRISTMAS 
OLYMPICS 

     You don’t have to train for a 
lifetime to enter these Olympics. In 
fact, you don’t have to train at all. 
     If you’re in middle school, high 
school or even college, all you need 
do is show up at Deacon John Hall at  
7 p.m. on Friday, December 19. 

Bring yourself and if not in festive attire, then at least 
sporting your Christmas spirit. Feel free to bring friends 
– but leave all grinches at home. 
     Then prepare for some spirited, holiday-themed 
competition! How about an indoor snowball fight where 
your fingers won’t freeze or a duel with inflatable candy 
canes? You’ll probably even run into a reindeer or two 
– and be laughing all the way! 
      Contact Deb and Chris at 845-248-3120 or 
saintpaulsym@gmail.com for more information.    

 



 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
     

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


