
The Holy Family             
Jesus, Mary & Joseph 

DECEMBER 28, 2025 

 
Lord, help us to follow the example 

of the Holy Family. Teach us to honor each other 
with love and respect. Grant us compassion 

and patience in our daily lives. 
Guide our families with your wisdom and peace. 

May we always trust in your plan. Amen. 
     The Feast of the Holy Family, Year A, reminds us 
that Jesus lived in a real family, and we should think 
about our own families. Every home has struggles. But 
like the Holy Family, we are called to listen to God and 
care for each other with patience. Love grows in quiet 
moments, hard choices and daily kindness.  
     The first reading emphasizes honoring parents. To 
honor someone means to desire their good, even when 
relationships are difficult. Family life is often messy, 
and it is possible to honor a parent or sibling without 
ignoring past hurts. Honoring does not mean accepting 
harmful behavior. It means seeking what is best for 
them while maintaining healthy boundaries.  
     The second reading calls for compassion, kindness 
and patience. These virtues are essential for building 
harmony within families – and within our communities. 
Compassion means being sensitive to each other’s 
struggles and listening without judgment. Kindness is 
about choosing to be gentle in words and actions, even 
when conflicts arise. Patience allows us to accept each 
other’s limitations while encouraging positive change. 
     In the Gospel, Joseph demonstrates deep trust in 
God. When warned in a dream, he immediately takes 
action to protect Mary and Jesus. Trusting God’s 
guidance is not always easy. It often involves stepping 
into the unknown, just as Joseph did when he fled to 
Egypt. It means letting go of our own plans and 
allowing God to lead.   
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
5 p.m.:     Stanley Sledz and Marie Spada 
               
10 a.m.:   Jessica Martin, Sue Bassett,  
                Jessica Lancellotti and Rick Dzurilla 
      

 

CHRISTMAS ISN’T JUST ONE DAY 
     The liturgical season of Christmas begins with the 
vigil Mass on Christmas Eve and concludes on the 
Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, January 11 this year. 
     During this season, we celebrate the birth of Christ 
into our world and into our hearts and reflect on the gift 
of salvation that is born with him. 

 

 
 

A PRAYER FOR THE NEW YEAR 
Dear Lord, please give me ... 

A few friends who understand me  
and remain my friends; 

Work to do that has real value,  
without which the world  

would be the poorer; 
A mind unafraid to travel, even though 

the trail be not blazed; 
An understanding heart; 

A sense of humor; 
Time for quiet, silent meditation; 
A feeling of the presence of God; 

The patience to wait for the coming  
of these things, 

With the wisdom to recognize them  
when they come. 

- Anonymous 
 

HELP US HELP THE HOMELESS 
       Once again, our Youth Ministry will be preparing 
take-away bags for the homeless, who face the 
challenges of winter with limited shelter.  
       Bags will be assembled on Friday, January 16, 
and each must contain similar items. The goal is to fill 
at least 40-50 bags. Here’s what’s needed:  
          Healthier snacks – and without peanuts      
     Small hand sanitizers  Small bottles of water 
     Gloves                               Packets of tissues 
     Socks    Handwarmers 
     Lip balms     Toothbrushes 
      There is collection box in the hall.   
      



      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

SPYM’S CHRISTMAS OLYMPICS! 
       Because of the threat of icy evening roads and the 
rescheduling of some holiday concerts to last Friday, 
there weren’t as many Olympians as expected. 
      But those who did attend had a blast.  
      They put their all into the various competitions and 
without being asked, the older kids took the younger 
ones under their wings – which was “awesome” for 
Chris and Deb, our youth ministers, to witness. 
      There were two new challenges this year: The 
Invisible (Snow)Man required one team member to be 
wrapped in toilet paper. The winning team was the one 
that achieved the most “coverage.”  
      The kids also had to stack cups in a pyramid or 
Christmas-tree shape on their teammate, who was 

 
 

GATHER AS A COMMUNITY 
     Next weekend, the first weekend of the month, we 
will have the opportunity to mingle once again after 
Mass.  
     On Saturday evening, there will be wine, cheese 
and cider. Sunday is Parish Life Sunday, sponsored  
by Generations United. That group will also pitch in at 
the coffee social, which features baked goods   
     Next weekend is also Food Pantry Sunday. Your 
donations of unexpired and non-perishable items are 
always welcome. January promises to be a busy one! 

   

 
bent at the waist to 
create a flat back. It 
wasn’t easy to hold 
that position for the 
five seconds required 
to win. 
     Favorites, such as 
reindeer races and the 
colored-ball challenge 
where one hand is 
used to fill the bucket 
with balls while the 
other taps a balloon 
upward, returned.  
But the hands-down 
favorite was the “snowball fight.”  The “snowballs” were 
cotton pom-fpoms, and the hall lit was lit by colored 
lights only, adding to the fun. And no frozen fingers! 
 

“If you want to bring happiness 
to the whole world, 

go home and love your family.” 
-St. Teresa of Calcutta 

The Treasurer’s Report will return next week 
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