FOURTH SUNDAY
OF ADVENT

DECEMBER 21, 2025

\

Lord, help us to trust you as Joseph did.
Give us faith to follow your plan,
even when we do not understand.
Teach us to rely on your promises

instead of our fears. Guide us as we
prepare for the coming of Jesus.

May we welcome him with open hearts.

Amen.

The 4th Sunday of Advent, Year A, brings us very
close to Christmas. We hear the name Emmanuel,
which means “God is with us.” This is the message
we hold onto as we get ready to celebrate his birth.

In the first reading from Isaiah, God invites
King Ahaz to ask for a sign, but Ahaz refuses out of
false piety. Isaiah declares that God will give a sign
anyway: A virgin will bear a son.

In the second reading, Paul tells the Romans that
Jesus is the Son of God and also descended from
David, tying him to both divine purpose and human
history — and that he came for all people. God’s plan is
bigger than any one nation or group.

At first, Joseph wanted to quietly end his
engagement, but he listens to God in the Gospel and
takes Mary as his wife. Although he does not fully
understand, he trusts. Advent is a time to prepare for
Jesus, and Joseph models how to do so. One doesn’t
have to be loud or noticed to live with strength. Faith
can be lived through simple, steady choices.

These stories are relevant today. Like Joseph, we

are asked to trust. Like Paul, we are called to share the

Good News. And like the people in Isaiah’s time, we
are told that God will not leave us alone.

MASS INTENTIONS

5 p.m.: The Visco Family, Mary Olsen,
Deacon John and Rosa Larreina

10 a.m.: Michael Faso, Jr., Frances Hernandez,
Janet Stinson and Aaron Stinson

CONSOLATION
CORNER

Regret is a common visitor to those
who grieve.

Regret is the sadness that
accompanies “If only...” and “l should
have...”

Regret is also frequently
accompanied by guilt, contrition and
disappointment.

My personal experience leads me to advise not to
let regret fester. Regret looks back, it lingers in the past
and delays or prevents us from moving forward. Regret
cannot change the decisions we have made.

There is a reason that the phrase “Hindsight is
20/20” is so commonly used. If we could only see the
consequences of our words or actions beforehand, we
would be better able to edit ourselves. But we aren’t
equipped with crystal balls, and part of the human
experience is to make mistakes. That is how we grow.

However, when there is the loss of a loved one,
perceived mistakes are often amplified and can
overshadow all the blessings in the relationship if we
let them.

During this beautiful season on hope, perhaps you
will gift yourself with forgiveness. Taste the feeling
deep within you when you say, “I did the best | could at
that time” or “I am just where | need to be.” We are not
defined by our mistakes.

May you have a blessed Christmas and a New Year
filled with Peace!

*k*

In an ongoing effort to offer bereavement support,
this column, written by Julie Laurenzi, a retired licensed
clinical social worker and head of our Consolation
Ministry, will periodically appear here. Reach out to her
at 518-225-1170 or Julie.laurenzi@gmail.com with
questions or suggestions

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE
Wednesday, December 24, Christmas Eve
5 p.m.: Vigil Mass and Pageant
8 p.m.: Vigil Mass
Thursday, December 25, Christmas Day
10 a.m.: Mass
Sign-up sheets are on the bulletin board
for Eucharistic Ministers, Lectors, Lead Ushers,
Altar Servers and Greeters

TREASURER’S REPORT
Regular Sunday Collection
December 8-14 — $ 4,635.34
Envelopes: $ 1,115.00 — Online: $ 3,520.34
THANK YOU!

LAST WEEK’S MASS ATTENDANCE

5p.m. - 67
10 a.m. - 76



GENERATIONS
UNITED’S
HOLIDAY

HAPPENING -
AND MORE!

Another busy week-
end at St. Paul’s!

Our newest ministry,
Generations United,
helped about 55
parishioners of all
ages get into the
Christmas spirit on
Friday evening. There
was dancin’ in the DJ
room, a movie room and
a Christmas crafts room.
Many of the ministry’s
members gathered for
the photo, top right, that
was taken, of course, in
the photo room!

A quintessential
classic — the Christmas
Cookie Exchange — was
also popular. When those
who opted out saw what
they were missing, they ,
said they would get out the
baking sheets next year! :

Freshly popped
popcorn, games and lots
of laughter added to the
evening’s merriment.

The theme continued
Sunday morning, despite a :
snowy start. The Giving Tree team and some “elves”
sorted gifts as a multigenerational group of volunteers
filled the Christmas boxes with food

The spirit of the season is ageless!

"Open wide your door to the one

O~ > who comes. Open your soul, throw open

the depths of your heart to see

Once again, our Youth Ministry will be
assembling take-away bags for the homeless, who the treasures Of peace, B
face the challenges of winter with limited shelter. the sweetness of grace. ...

Bags will be assembled on Friday, January 16, - St. Ambrose of Milan (340-397)
and each must contain similar items. The goal is to fill
at least 40-50 bags. Here's what’s needed:

Healthier snacks — and without peanuts
Small hand sanitizers Small bottles of water DECORATING TH_E CHURCH
Gloves Packets of tissues If you have some free time this Monday,
Socks Handwarmers December 22, consider lending a hand to decorate the
Lip balms Toothbrushes church for Christmas. Folks will be gathering at 11

a.m., and the coordinator, Anne Savastano, promises
to provide the pizza!

There will be a collection box in the hall after
Christmas.









