
THIRD SUNDAY             
OF ADVENT  

DECEMBER 14, 2025 

 
Lord, help us to see the signs  
of your presence in our lives.  

Give us patience as we wait for you  
and fill our hearts with joy as we trust  

in your promises. May we find hope  
in your works and remain faithful  

in our journey toward Christmas. Amen. 
     The Third Sunday of Advent, Year A, is also called 
Gaudete Sunday. Gaudete means “rejoice.” Although 
Advent is a time of preparation, this week we pause to 
smile, sing and take heart. We can be joyful. 
     This week’s readings are full of life. Isaiah tells us 
the desert will bloom. James encourages us to wait 
with patience, just like farmers who wait for their crops 
to grow. Jesus reminds us of the signs that God’s 
kingdom is near. 
     Patience is not passive. John the Baptist 
demonstrates this patience as he waits for the 
Messiah. Even from prison, he wanted to be sure that 
Jesus was the Messiah, so he sent his followers to ask 
Jesus directly. Jesus pointed to his works: The blind 
see, the lame walk and the deaf hear. These signs 
were not just random miracles; they were the fulfillment 
of the prophecies in Isaiah. 
     Gaudete Sunday is a reminder to look at the signs 
of God’s presence in our own lives. When we witness 
acts of kindness, healing or forgiveness, we are seeing 
the same signs of which Jesus spoke. This fills us with 
joy and hope as we continue our Advent journey, 
knowing that God is truly with us. 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
5 p.m.:   Nancy Wood and The Caldiero Family 
               
10 a.m.:  Rosalina & Domingo Rodriguez,  
               Nancy Wood, Jessica Martin 
               and Rick Dzurilla 

 
CHRISTMAS  

MASS SCHEDULE 
Wednesday, December 24, Christmas Eve 

5 p.m.: Vigil Mass and Pageant 
8 p.m.: Vigil Mass 

Thursday, December 25, Christmas Day 
10 a.m.: Mass 

Sign-up sheets are on the bulletin board  
for Eucharistic Ministers, Lectors, Lead Ushers,  

Altar Servers and Greeters 

 
 

 
SPYM’S CHRISTMAS 

OLYMPICS 
     You don’t have to train for a lifetime to 
enter these Olympics. In fact, you don’t 
have to train at all. 
     If you’re in middle school, high school 

or even college, all you need do is show up at Deacon 
John Hall at 7 p.m. on Friday, December 19. Bring 
yourself and if not in festive attire, then at least sporting 
your Christmas spirit. Feel free to bring friends – but 
leave all grinches at home. 
     Then prepare for some spirited, holiday-themed 
competition! How about an indoor snowball fight where 
your fingers won’t freeze or a duel with inflatable candy 
canes? You’ll even run into a reindeer or two – and be 
laughing all the way! 
      Contact Deb and Chris at 845-248-3120 or 
saintpaulsym@gmail.com for more information.    
 

OTHER ADVENT EVENTS 
       

        Reconciliation Monday is this Monday, 
December 15. There will be priests available  
at Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church in 

Middletown from 2-4 and 6-8 p.m. There will be NO 
confessions heard that day at St. Paul’s.  
    

     Volunteers are needed to help decorate the 
church for Christmas at 11 a.m. next Monday, 
December 22. Many hands make light work. 

 
      Oplatki have been used since early 
Christian times as part of the Christmas Eve 
celebration in Poland. They are available in 

the office or sacristy after Mass.  
 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
Regular Sunday Collection 
December 1-7 – $ 8,099.47 

Envelopes: $ 3,176.00 – Online: $ 4,923.47 
THANK YOU! 

 

LAST WEEK’S MASS ATTENDANCE 
5 p.m. – 78      10 a.m. – 237 



 

    Socials, safety 

& PARISH LIFE 

SUNDAY!   

 
     Christmas creativity 
reigned Saturday evening. 
Cheddar cheese stars topped 
seasoned pizza-dough trees 
that were nestled in spinach 
dip alongside strawberry-and-
marshmallow Santa hats!  
Paired well with the wine and 
apple cider! 

   
 

 
    
    There was no shortage 
of goodies – or helpers – 
on Sunday morning to 
ensure a successful 
gathering after Mass.  

 
 

 

 
 

 
           

 

        Members of the Town of Crawford 
Police Department were present last 
weekend to discuss safety at the end  
of each Mass and then at the socials.   
Lots of good information was shared,  
summed up with the reminder:   

                           “See something, say something!” 
 
     

    The fifth-grade 
Religious Ed 
students and their 
families hosted last 
weekend’s Parish 
Life Sunday. They 
enriched the liturgy 
by bringing up the 
gifts, learned how to 
livestream the Mass 
and participated in 
the choir. They then 
assisted at the 
Coffee Social. 
     Kudos 
to our kids! 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
     

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 


